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D e a r H a d a m ;—The Managers of the Female Medical College of Penn
sylvania, request a copy of your Introductory Lecture for publication,
believing that the justice and ability with which you have treated the
subject of female medical education will materially influence the public
feeling in favor of our enterprise.
Mrs. C. W. G l b a s o r ,
E u za b b t h D o r set,
A x s a W habto s,

On behalf of the Committee.
Philadelphia, Oct. 22, 1858.

Mrs. C. W. Gleason, Elizabeth Doraey, Anna Wharton.
L a d i e s :—^Your polite note, requesting a copy of my Introductory Lec
ture for publication, has been received. I am not at liberty to refuse a
request so kindly made, and herewith transmit to you my manuscript.
Yours, very sincerely,

E . H . Clotelakd.

Philadelphia, Oct. 24, 1858.
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♦This chair, vacated by the removal o f Dr. Brown, and temporarily occu
pied by a physician o f this city, will b e permanently filled before the open
ing o f the next session.

Introituttarn fc cturt.
L a d i e s ,—

Tbo few brief months of another vacation bavo passed, and we
come together to-day to commence the labors, anxieties and enjoy
ments of another term of Lectures. On behalf of the Faculty of this
Institution, and in accordance with an established custom, I meet
you with a word of greeting.
Ladies, I am honored in thus standing before you, and you will
allow me the pleasure of some observations, such as the time and
the occasion may suggest. Our meeting is one of peculiar interest
and varied feelings. Though not an untried thing, it is still com
paratively new for women to enter upon a course of medical studies.
A few years only have passed since one of our own countrywomen,
perceiving a want of society, and feeling in her own spirit high
aspirations and hopes, conceived the idea o f fitting herself for the
physician’ s work, and in the prosecution of her thought, applied for
admission to the lectures and privileges of the Medical College of
Geneva, N. Y .
Her history you all know; that she was admitted, and after the
usual period of study, in which she acquitted herself honorably as
a student and a woman, she received the diploma o f the College, and
in leaving her Alma Mater, bore with her the respect and confidence
of the Faculty, and the sincere regard of her fellow-students.
An era was thus inaugurated in the history o f American medi
cine, and of American society.
The unusual event was discussed in social circles, and commented
upon by the newspaper press o f our own, and even of foreign countries.
With many intelligent, thoughtful minds the idea found a welcome,
as philanthropic in its tendencies; but it was generally set down as
too novel for careful consideration, and too visionary for practical
results.
The history of the cause, since then, is familiar to most o f you. You
know that other women soon appeared, ready to devote themselves
to the same work;— that a few other Colleges opened their doors to
them ;— that the demand was soon felt for schools for their exclu-

eivo instruction, and that in accordance with that demand, Colleges
were established in this city and in Boston.
You know, too, that when the idea assumed a tangible form, and
claimed recognition as a living fact, like every worthy movement it
met opposing forces. I need not remind you of suspicions, jealousies
and animosities; that wise men, and honorable women gave their
voice against it; that public sentiment ignored the real wants of
society, in its ha.ste to vanquish a new claimant to its regard; that
ignorance raised its pretentious head in behalf of the public weal,
and learning brought its skill and logic to portray tremendous
ev ils!
I need not remind you that on the one hand fears were enter
tained for woman, that in the publicity of professional life, she
might lose something o f that refined beauty and delicacy o f spirit,
which are her peculiar grace and natural birthright; that her gen
tleness might give place to the characteristic boorishness of a de
graded manhood, and her inherent honesty and love o f right, to
the tricks of trade and the arts of emolument.
On the other hand, were apprehended evils to society, whose
name might well be called legion; scenes of maternal neglect,
domestic discord, and annihilated social distinctions were por
trayed, and in their train, consequences for which the darkest page
of French history might furnish no parallel!
In the profession were found some ignoble souls, with meagre
eonceptions of the true interests o f society, and depending upon
favoring circumstances for their own professional success, in the
face of whose pretensions and cavils, the boldness and honesty of a
Demetrius becomes a commendable virtue. Others, a noble class
of physicians, to whom be due honor, with a high regard for a
profession, comprising a large share o f the talent, education and
literature of the times, looked with suspicion upon a movement
which might tend to degrade its standard of learning and of honor,
and subject the community to the impositions of pretenders and
charlatans, and demanded living proofs of the capability of woman
to comprehend the science of medicine, and to perform the physi
cian’ s work.
But, with the antagonisms of prejudice, and the sober opposi
tions of honorable conservatism, the idea has also enjoyed the
genialities of sympathy, and the result has been its true vindica
tion. It has become an established fact, that women shall hence
forth form a part of the medical profession, and though prejudice

has not yet entirely worn away, we are most happy to know and to ast
sure you that its strength has departed; that the popular mind is ap
prehending the need of enlightened, intelligent female physcians;
that the public press is on the side of our enterprise; and that
even hoary conservatism, brushing up its silver locks and donning
lenses of increased power, is inquiring whether there may not be
some occasion for this strange movement 1 whether, indeed, the
profession is not in need o f woman’ s aid ; and whether the divine
nature of her apostleship does really confine her to the sacred pre
cincts of her own home and the duties which circle immediately
there, regardless of the wo and suffering of her sister, and whether
the fullest performance of her own home duties does not re
quire a more extended and systematic education than has been ac
corded to her, especially in those departments of science and
literature which have a practical bearing upon the lives and health
of the community.
These facts are prophets which we hail with rejoicing, and
though ridicule may sometimes find its way into periodicals which
should be devoted to better puposes, it can nothing harm us, and
gives us an immense vantage ground for action. Walls of brass
cannot withstand a noble undertaking, and where shall be found
the gossamer of ridicule ? ‘ The loud roar of foaming calumny,’
and the small whisper of those who have learned ‘ to lie with
silence,’ shall be alike futile.
That our cause has met with opposition, we are glad; for we hold
in most profound respect that conservative element of our nature,
which leads us always to examine the basis of any new enterprise,
and to oppose with firm hand whatever seems adverse to the public
good; and while we claim always the privilege of asking cui honof
we accord to others the right to make o f us the same inquiry.
With the jealousy and ridicule of inferior minds, in the profes
sion or out of it, we have nothing to do by way of argument. Such
as these must be left to those proofs which time shall furnish, and
an intelligent public sentiment enforce.
That woman at the bedside of the sick is in an appropriate place,
all most freely admit; and the question presented to the world by the
existence of such institutions as ours and such scenes as this, is not a
question of comparison in mental or physical ability; not one o f wo
man’ s adaptation to the extent and variety o f practice, for which the
nature and circumstances of man and the usages of society may adapt
him, but simply one o f fitness for a truly womanly work, and of

preparation for it In recognition of the fact that woman has over
held a large place in the chamber of sickness, it is simply asked,
shall she retain that place in ignorance of the laws of life and
health, o f the nature and causes of disease, and dependent alone, or
mainly, in alleviating suffering, upon her instincts and sympathies, or
shall her natural endowments bo increased and strengthened by edu
cation, and she fitted to become not only the effioiont nurse, but the
intelligent adviser and reliable counscllcr.
That she possesses capabilities for this increased honor and use
fulness, modesty forbids us to argue, and the few facts that gleam
upon us from the pages of medical history abundantly show.
That she is fitted by.her own nature, and her opportunities for
observation and experience for administering to a large class of diseases
peculiar to herself, is a postulate so obvious as scarcely to need a word
of proof j and the wonder to an intelligent mind is, not that this prolific
nineteenth century should number among its productions women willing to assume the responsibility o f physician to their own sex, but
that the history of the world should present the strange fact of
their exclusion from the ranks o f medicine, and especially from the
bedside o f the young mother, and from the chamber of those whose
sufferings demand a sacred privacy.
As Vkprofession, the bearings of our cause upon woman may not
be disregarded. ‘ The highest boon of existence,' ‘ the grand
pabulum of the human soul,’ is useful, satisfying occupation.
‘ Something attempted, something done,' must grace the page of
each day’ s history, i f one would maintain a cheerful, joyous life,
and the health and happiness so often sought elsewhere in vain:
and our enterprise comes alike with hopes and promises of blessing,
to the daughter of luxury over-burdened with time-serving, and
longing for some noble work, and the daughter o f penury and want
compelled to labor at uncongenial and profitless employments, and
exposed to the temptations of vice and crime : and truly royal hearts
will ever rise up in honor o f a movement that promises to extend
the area of woman’ s usefulness and relieve her alike from the
tedium o f ‘ nothing to do,’ with its trains o f gossips and discon
tents and diseases, and from the pains and sorrows and heart-achings
of unrequited toil.
As a question of right, and connected or disconnected with one
of the themes of our day, which has elicited so many sound and so
many foolish thoughts, we care not to consider it. We have cer
tainly no fellowship with reformers who would annihilate nature’s

distinctions, and claim for woman rights and privileges for which
she has no natural endowments; but we arc not unmindful of the
fact that every woman, no less than every man, has a nature, taste,
and capacity o f her own, and that the highest, greatest good
of society demands of her a true life,— that she have aims and fulfill
them, and that those aims bo in accordance with her own peculiar
ondowmcnlB.
Wo recognize, too, the fact that riyhti have their foundation in
duties, and that society, in its growing civilization and its advancing
interests, may and often does demand of woman enlarged activities,—
that she step aside from the beaten track, and devote herself to the
performance o f untried labors.
As an educational movement, our enterprise has few equals. The
great fact that the civilization and refinement o f any community are
indicated by the advance morally and intellectually o f its women, is
an admitted one, and has been so long recognized and so fully dis
cussed, that the expression and even the thought have become wellnigh hacknied. Historic scenes have been presented, and the records of
ancient as well as modern times made to attest the same truth. The
simple beauty of Spartan life, with ‘ the virtue and intelligence of its
women,’ ‘ the dignity and purity of their manners,’ ‘ their vigor
ous health,’ ‘ their lofty and imposing beauty,’ has been contrasted
with the corruptions of Mohammedanism, and its women noted for
effeminacy, ‘ falsehood, meanness, and licentiousness.’
Roman
history has been made to show that, no less were ‘ the Lucretias the
life of the Republic’ than ‘ the Messalinas the death o f the Empire
and in more modern France who does not know, that the virtue and
intelligence of a Roland, filled the party of a Robespierre with terror,
while the genius of a De Stael, added power to the faculties of a
Talleyrand, and made the heart o f Napoleon to quail with fear.
Our own statesmen and philanthropists, seeing the importance of
this truth and regarding the intelligence and integrity o f American
women as among the pillars of the Republic, have encouraged the
establishment o f schools and Colleges for their education, and have en
dowed them liberally; and yet we may not disguise the fact that
with many such institutions the results have been meagre and par
tial,— that the attainments of women have been too often superficial
and confined to the lighter elements of science and literature, the
proprieties of dress, and the arts of pleasing. How often are the ladies’
boarding-school and seminary named with derision, and their gra
duates spoken o f as accomplished in all the frivolities and lesser

virtues of life, and caring only for those outward graces which
should ever bo but the natural expression o f inward and substantial
worth ; as cultivating manners at the expense o f mind and heart;
and with no longings, yearnings, strivings, for a groat and lasting
good, looking upon life as a fleeting shadow, and themselves as its
most gracious adornments.
W o would not inculcate or encourage carelessness in personal ap
pearance or the amenities of life. Accomplishments have their
place and an important influence for good, but can never take pre
cedence of the higher and more enduring elements o f education,
without injury to the individual and injury to society; and in
searching out the secret cause of that want of success which has
attended so many educational efforts for woman, we may not omit
this substitution of the lesser for the greater, this fact that the idea
of accomplishment has been allowed to overshadow that o f useful
ness, and has too often defeated its own purpose.
With the education of men the case has ever been different. In
structed from early boybood to look upon life as real,— as made up of
work and stern responsibility, they pass through their whole period
of study and discipline with the firm conviction pressing upon them
that they are performing a work for the world; and in proportion
to the strength of that conviction are their energies increased, their
activities quickened, and their minds enlarged. The friends of
woman’ s progress in leaving out of view the want of a direct and
definite purpose— some worthy ulterior end, commit a fatal mistake,
wonder at their failure, and establish themselves in the conviction
that Nature has set important distinctions between the male and
female mind, and that women are incapable of that depth and con
centration of thought and effort so necessary for great intellectual
attainments.
Our enterprise, in presenting one department of study in which
her acquirements shall be thorough and of high practical avail, one
vocation in which her educated talent and activity shall be made
potential in advancing the interests of society, is destined to exert a
favorable influence upon woman’s intellectual life, inciting her to
new exertions and giving strength and depth and intensity to her
thought. Its influence upon her moral nature can be scarcely less
favorable. Nothing in the whole catalogue of human duties is
better fitted to give one exalted ideas of life and its responsibilities,
to inspire one with sober courage,and fill the heart with tender sym
pathies and graces,than ministering to the wants ofsuffering humanity.
We know it has been objected that familiarity with such subjects

as belong properly to the science of medicine, with anatomy and
kindred studies, cannot fail to injure or destroy those feelings o f
delicacy and refinement which add peculiar lustre to the character of
woman. Far bo it from us to remove one restraint upon woman’ s
virtue, or lessen in any wise the demands of society that she bo
characterized by tender affections and refined delicacy.
Her
strength lies ever in her integrity; but wo look upon that b o b timcnt which would exclude her from knowledge so eminently
adapted to open, exalt and purify her mind, as unworthy o f
her regard, and debasing to the spirit that entertains it; and
we strenuously advocate the necessity of giving to all women a
knowledge of the human body, ‘ with its marvellous beauty of struc
ture and office,’ and wo do it remembering their high vocation as na
ture’s appointed guardians of childhood and youth, that as mothers and
teachers they become natural conservators of the public health, and
in an eminent degree responsible for the physical and moral evils
which afflict society. The reactions o f body and spirit, and the im
portance o f correct and systematic physical training and develop
ment, as a means of securing a higher intellectual and moral life,
are too little understood. In our idolatry of talent, we too often
forget the necessity of strong bodies; that enduring physical health
is one of the conditions o f abiding mental strength, and that much
of the wretchedness and sin o f life results from ignorance of just
hygienic conditions.
Ladies, you have felt longings for a true life, and in your
yearnings for some real good, you have sought a province in
which to labor, and have chosen an errand of mercy, and no
less an honorable calling. You enter upon a preparation for it
with fear and trembling, and yet with joy and hope. You know
well that responsibilities cluster around every step o f the’physician’ s
path; that it is no trivial thing to assume the care of the lives and
health of a community; and that interests dearer than life itself may
be committed to your trust; and yet when you look upon these respon
sibilities in the face of a suffering womanhood, they lose their irksome
power, and are overbalanced by the earnest wish to add the weight
of your infiuence and efforts, to such forces as are already operating
in favor of the emancipation of woman and of society, from the
thraldom of ignorance and the power of disease.
You have chosen a noble profession. Your individual adaptation
to its appropriate work remains to be proven. O f this, you are at
present sole judges. In coming time, when you shall have gone

forth to its active duties, you will be subjected to the severe scrutiny
and criticism of a conservative public, and your ability to abide in
the day of trial will depend, in no small degree, upon the industry
and perseverance which shall ohuracterize you here. The course of
study in this Institution affords you no light task. Like that of
other Medical Schools, it embraces the structure of the human body
in its general principles and in its details; its multiplied and various
functions, and the laws under which they are normally performed,
with those abnormal states, conditions or influences which promote
or constitute disease, and the resources o f nature and o f art by
which those states, conditions, or influences may be so corrected or
modified as to tend no longer to consequences o f evil.
Ladies, I congratulate you upon entering this field of observation
and o f study, and notwithstanding my earnest apprisal that you
have no light task, I would not withhold the assurance that you
have a pleasing one; that though your preparatory work shall re
quire years of patient toil and much sacrifice, it shall give you true
enjoyment in present good, and in promises of future usefulness.
I scarcely need remind you of the elements upon which your suc
cess as students will depend. Coming, as we trust you do, with a
high sense of the worth of your cause, with an abiding faith in its
ultimate success, and in the spirit of a true disciple, ‘ a spirit at
once Roman in its sacrifice and Spartan in its simplicity,’ you may
enter upon your course o f study with full assurance of hope, nothing
daunted by the firm conviction that the goal is not easily attained,
that many pilgrims grow faint and sink by the way, and that the
most hardy and enthusiastic are sometimes well-nigh overcome.
‘ The grain does not ripen to the perfect harvest by gentle gales
and unbroken sunshine,’ and you will not be dismayed if your sky
shall be sometimes overcast, if storms and winds shall gather about
you, but with that faith which is the birth-right o f the earnest
spirit, you will remember, that ‘ behind the clouds is the sun still
shining,’ and as a watcher for a new dawn, and in hope of increased
strength, it shall be your duty and your joy to wait.
Ladies, we are happy in meeting you to-day. With some of you
are associated kind memories, and as we meet in these familiar
places and greet each other with the welcome of afiection, our
thoughts run back over days of blessedness in the past and leap
forward in anticipation of joys in the future. To those o f you who
are yet strangers, our hearts go out in tender sympathy, for we al
ready feel the tie arising from mutual interest in a worthy cause.

To each and all of you we give a warm fraternal welcome, and
while it shall bo onr high privilege to givo you direction and as
sistance in the prosecutio* of study, it shall also bo our pleasure to
endeavor to throw around you the genial sympathies of social life,
and so far as may be, to supply that friendly interchange o f feeling
80 grateful to the human heart, and so richly enjoyed in the sacred
circle of homo.

I r m a I f p eH

c a I S u 11 eg e

OF P E N N SY L V A N IA ,

627 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA.
T h e T e n t h A n n u a l S e s s i o n o f this Institution will commence
on Wednedsay, the 19th of October, 1859, and continue FIVE
MONTHS.
THE FEES ARE A S FOLLOWS :—

ISrtt Fear.

Second Year.

Professor’s Tickets, each $ 10 00
- $ 70 00 ‘ $ 70 00
Practical Anatomy,
5 00
5 00
Graduation Fee,................. .........................................$ 25 00
No Fees for lectures after Second Session.
Whole cost for two or more courses o f Lectures and
Graduation,
........................................ $ 175 00
For the encouragement o f those whose means will not allow of the
usual expenditure, six students will be admitted annually on the
payment of twenty dollars per session— exclusive o f the matricula
tion, demonstrator’s and graduation fees. Such arrangements will
be strictly confidential, and no distinction in point of courtesy and
attention will be made between the beneficiary and other students.
Ladies desiring admission on this foundation, must forward to the
Dean, at least 30 days before the opening of the session, appli
cation in their own hand-writing, accompanied by testimonials as to
character, age, occupation, qualifications, and want of means. The
successful candidates will be duly notified. Any lady who does
not incline to become a physician, yet desires instruction in some of
the branches taught in a Medical College, as a part of a liberal edu
cation, may take the tickets, and attend the Lectures of any one or
more o f the Professors.
For further particulars, address
EDW IN FUSSELL; M. D., Dean,
No. 627 Arch Street

THE FOLLOWING IS FROM THE

APPEAL OF THE CORPORATORS,
AS PUBLISHED IN THE XIQUTH ANNUAL ANNOUNCEMENT.

The Corporators of the Female Medical College of Pennsylvania
appeal to the friends o f humanity in behalf o f this Institution and
the cause it represents. They regard the medical education of
woman as a necessity of the age, and a way-mark of the advancement
of a refined civilization.
They find the demand for female physicians wide-spread and in
creasing, and regard the study and practice of medicine as peculiarly
adapted to the nice perceptions of women, and the tenderness and
refined graces of her nature.
They consider that woman, as a wife and mother, pre-eminently
needs a clear understanding of the functions o f the human body and
the means of preserving health; and that high-toned and intelligent
female physicians, from their relations to their sex, must be most
important instrumentalities in imparting such knowledge, where it
is most needed and will do the most good.
It is well known that there is a vast amount of suffering among
women, which is left without relief, from the shrinking delicacy of
its victims, and it is therefore a demand of humanity that women
should be put in possession of the requisite knowledge to administer
the required treatment in such cases.
They also desire a scientific medical education for women, because
it will furnish her honorable and profitable employment— giving her
a new sphere of usefulness and happiness, where duty and the sym
pathies of her nature lead her,— in the chambers o f the sick and the
suffering.
Feeling, therefore, that this is a great cause, intimately connected
with the improvement and happiness of society, they appeal to gene
rous and true men and women for aid and co-operation.

Philadelphia is peculiarly adapted to the location o f a College of
this character. It is the seat of medical learning in America, and
the facilities for a medical education here are superior to those of
any other city on this continent.
The College has firmly and bravely outlived the opposition and
difficulties that always attend new enterprises, and especially inno
vations upon time-honored usages— and, after eight years o f trial,
it may, we think, fairly claim to be an established medical school.
The Professors have labored with much self-denial and great pecu
niary sacrifice; for it is well known, that in the early years o f an
institution like this, the expenses most be greater tban the receipts
from the students. The burden of these expenses has heretofore
been borne by a generous few , but the corporators believe the time
has now fully arrived when they may call upon all the friends of
the medical education o f women, to contribute of their little or their
abundance, for the support of the College, and its endovcment with
a fund commensurate with its scope and purposes.
They desire to place this College— the first medical school of this
character o f the same extent in the world— on s permanent basis;
and wish therefore to endow it with a fund which will place it be
yond the contingency of accident.
Contributions may be sent to tbe President, Professor Charles D.
Cleveland, No. 908 Clinton Street; to the Treasurer, Mr. Marmaduke Moore, No. 427 Market Street, or to the Dean o f the Faculty.

FORM OF A BEQUEST OF MONEY.
I give and bequeath unto “ The Female Medical College of
Pennsylvania,” the sum of
dollars,
to be paid by my executors to tbe person who may be for the time
being tbe Treasurer of the said College.

